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1

MOTOR CYCLE WITH BRAKE TORQUE
TRANSMITTING WHEEL MOUNTING SPINDLE

This invention relates to motor cycles and in particu-
lar relates to the mounting of steerable front wheels in
motor cycles. '

A motor cycle front wheel is conventionally rotatably
mounted on a spindle which is located between the free
ends ot two parallel legs of a fork, which fork is pivot-
ally secured to a frame of the motor cycle for steering
movement of the front wheel. With such an arrange-
ment a problem arises due to the asymmetry of a con-
ventional braking system in which a braked member
mounted on the hub of the wheel is braked by a braking
member secured to one of the fork legs. The braked
member will be a drum or a disc secured to the wheel
hub and the braking member will be brake shoes car-
ried by a plate, or brake pads carried by an actuating
caliper, respectively, the plate or caliper being secured
to one of the fork legs. When the brake is applied a
torque reaction acting about the wheel axis is exerted
on the fork leg to which braking member, is secured.
This torque reaction results in the bending of the fork
leg to which the braking member is secured whilst the
other leg, not being subjected to the torque reaction,
remains straight and hence results in a steering distur-
bance as well as an excessive stress in the bent leg.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
means of eliminating or reducing the aforesaid prob-
lem.

According to the invention a motor cycle comprises
a front wheel rotatably mounted on a torsionally stiff
spindle which is located between the free ends of the
parallel legs of a fork, each end of the spindle being
located in an end of a fork leg in a positive non-rota-
tional manner. By “positive non-rotational manner” is
meant a location method which does not rely purely on
frictional clamping of the spindle to prevent its rota-
tion.

When the front wheel of a motor cycle according to
the invention is fitted with an asymmetric braking ar-
rangement in which a brake drum or disc secured to the
hub is braked by brake shoes carried by a plate or
brake pads carried by a caliper, respectively, the plate
or the caliper being secured to one of the fork legs, the
spindle acts to ensure that the braking reaction torque
acts on both fork legs. The spindle acts in this manner
because it is torsionally stiff and is positively located in
each fork leg and thereby serves as a torsion transmit-
ting member between the two fork legs and transmits
the braking reaction torque from the fork leg to which
the brake plate or caliper is secured to the other fork
leg. The braking reaction torque therefore acts equally
on both fork legs and there is little or no tendency for
one fork leg to distort relatively to the other.

The spindle is preferably given the required torsional
stiffness by making it of tubular shape with an outside
diameter considerably greater than that of a conven-
tional spindle. The spindle is preferably positively lo-
cated in each fork leg in a non-rotational manner by
forming the ends of the spindle with non-circular cross-
sectional shapes and, for example, each end of the
spindle may have one or more flat surfaces formed
parallel to the axis of the spindle. The fork legs will
have housings for the ends of the spindle which have
complementary non-circular shapes. It is known to
secure the circular cross-sectional shaped free ends of
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the fork legs by some form of clamping means but such
a securement method does not constitute a “positive
non-rotational” method within the meaning applied to
this phrase in this specification because it is not possi-
ble to obtain high enough clamping loads with conven-
tionally used materials, such as aluminium alloys, to
prevent slight rotation of a circular spindle.

In a known arrangement for securing a spindle to the
ends of the fork legs, the end of each fork leg has a
clamping plate secured thereto and the end of the fork
leg and the clamping plate have mating semi-circular
grooves therein which together form a circular aper-
ture or housing in which an end of the spindle locates,
the clamping plate thereby clamping the spindle to the
end of the fork leg. A similar arrangement may be
utilised to secure the spindle of a motor cycle accord-
ing to the invention and, for example, the clamping
plate instead of having a semi-cicular goove therein
may have a flat clamping surface which is clamped
against a mating flat surface formed at the end of the
spindle. The clamping plate may be so disposed that

-any normal machining inaccuracies can be compen-
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sated for and the wheel spindle be clamped so that the
fork legs are in correct geometric alignment. Preferably
the flat mating surfaces of the clamping plate and the
spindle have aligned perpendicular bores therein in
which a locating peg is positioned, which peg acts to
locate the spindle lengthwise.

A preferred embodiment of the invention will be
described, by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which: )

FIG. 1 is a part side view of a motor cycles front fork
and wheel assembly according to the invention,

FIG. 2 is an axial cross-section through the wheel hub
along the line A—A in FIG. 1, and

FIG. 3 is an underneath plan view of a clamping
plate.

The front wheel of the motor cycle comprises a hub
1 which is rotatably mounted by bearings 2 on a tubular
spindle 3 which is mounted between the free ends of
parallel telescopic fork legs 4 and 5, the front wheel
fork being pivotally mounted on the frame of the motor
cycle (not shown) in conventional manner. A brake
caliper 8 is secured by a bracket 9 to the fork leg 4 and
is hydraulically operable to apply a braking force to a
brake disc 7 which is secured to the hub 1 by nuts 16
screwed on to studs 17. Each end of the spindle 3 is
basically of D-shape, that is circular cross-section but
with a chordal flat surface 10 formed thereon, and has
a diametrically extending internal strengthening wall
18. A clamping plate 6 is secured to the end of each of
the fork legs 4 and 5 by nuts 13 which are screwed on
to the studs 14 screwed into the end of the fork legs.

‘The ends of the spindle 3 are located in the grooves 15

in the ends of the forks 4 and 5 with the flat surfaces 10
thereon parallel to the ends of the forks 4 and 5 and
abutted by the mating flat surfaces 11 of the clamping
plates 6. The spindle is located axially at each end
thereof by a peg 12 which locates in perpendicular
aligned bores in the flat surfaces 10 and 11. Alterna-
tively a bolt could be employed to hold each clamping
plate 6 to the spindle instead of using the loose pegs 12.
The spindle 3 is of comparatively large diameter, typi-
cally being of the order of 1% inches in diameter as
compared with a conventional solid spindle which is
usually about % inch in diameter, and is therefore tor-
sionally stiff. This fact, in conjunction with the positive
non-rotational clamping of the ends of the spindle 3 by
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the clamping plates 6 ensures that the braking reaction
torque exerted on the fork leg 4 is transmitted by the
spindle 3 to the fork leg 5, thus ensuring that the fork
leg 4 does not distort relative to the fork leg 5.

It will be apparent to one skilled in the art that means
other than that described above may be utilised to
positively locate the ends of the spindle in the ends of
the fork legs in a manner which would prevent any
rotational movement of the spindle relative to the fork
legs. :

Whilst the primary intention in using a torsionally
stiff wheel spindle which is positively clamped at its
ends is to eliminate or reduce the adverse effects of the
braking torque reaction, a subsidiary advantage arises
from the fact that the spindle and its fixing will usually
also be stiff in bending as well as in torsion. This stiff-
ness to bending results in the front wheel fork assembly
being more rigid in the roll axis direction and thus the
stability of the steering is further enhanced.

What I claim is:

1. A motor cycle comprising a pivotally mounted
steerable front wheel fork having parallel legs, a tor-
sionally stiff tubular wheel spindle extending between
the lower free ends of the fork legs, each end of the
spindle being of non-circular cross-sectional shape,
means rotatably mounting a front wheel hub on said
spindle, a brake element rotatable with said hub, brake
means mounted on one of said legs disposed for opera-
tive coaction with said brake element, and means for
positively clamping the ends of the spindle non-rotata-
bly to said fork legs whereby when said brake means is
actuated the resultant brake torque reaction effective
on said one leg is transmitted by said spindle to be
shared by said other leg.

2. The motor cycle defined in claim 1, wherein said
brake element is a disc, and said brake means is of the
caliper type. ‘

3. The motor cycle defined in claim 2, wherein said
clamping means comprises a clamp plate secured
across the lower end of each leg in contact with a flat
surface on the spindle end.

4. The motor cycle defined in claim 1, wherein means
is provided on the lower ends of said legs for radially
clamping said spindle ends directly upon said legs.

5. A motor cycle comprising a pivotally mounted
steerable front wheel fork having parallel legs, a tor-
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sionally stiff tubular wheel spindle extending between
the free ends of the fork legs, housing means in each of
the fork legs accommodating an end of the spindle,
each end of the spindle and said housing means being
of complimentary non-circular cross-sectional shape,
and means for applying a radial clamping force on each
end of the spindle relative to the housing means, and
means for mounting a front wheel on the spindle.

6. The motor cycle defined in claim 5, wherein each
end of said spindle has a flat transverse surface dis-
posed within the housing means, and said housing
means is defined by a spindle end embracing recess in
each fork leg and a clamping plate extending across
said recess and having a flat surface adapted to tightly
engage the flat surface on said spindle.

7. The motor cycle defined in claim 6, wherein said
clamping plates are secured to the lower ends of said
legs by threaded fastening devices that extend between
each said plate and associated leg and are tightened to
ensure positive clamping of said spindle ends.

8. A motor cycle comprising a pivotally mounted
steerable front wheel fork having parallel legs, a tor-
sionally stiff tubular torque transmitting spindle ex-
tending between the free ends of the fork legs, each end
of the spindle having at least one flat surface formed
parallel to the axis of the spindle, housing means in
each of the fork legs accommodating an end of the
spindle, each housing means having a complimentary
flat surface arranged to abut each said flat surface on
the end of the spindle, said housing means comprising
a clamping member and means for moving each clamp-
ing member radially relative to the spindle to clamp an
end of the spindle within the associated housing means,
and a front wheel member rotatably mounted on the
spindle.

9. A motor cycle according to claim 8, wherein each
end of the spindle is of ‘D’ cross-sectional shape and
each housing comprises a ‘U’-shaped surface and a flat
surface, one of said surfaces being carried by a fork leg
and the other being carried by the clamping member,
and said clamping member being secured to the fork
leg in such manner that an end of the spindle is
clamped between the clamping member and the fork
leg with the flat surfaces at the end of the spindle and

on the housing in abutment.
* * * * %
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